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HM King Vajiravudh
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HM King Vajiralongkorn
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Nicholas:  Chapeenai, when is Thai National Aviation Day?
Chapeenai : It’s on January 13th,
Nicholas : I’m interested in aviation, you know. Would you please give me some

information about it?

Chapeenai: Back to 1911, Charles Van den Born a Belgian aviator made the first flisht demonstrations
in Bangkok. He conducted his flights in a Henri Farman [V biplane. Prince Chakrabongse, Chief of Staff of
the Royal Siamese Amy informed HM King Vajiravudh the essential and benefit of airplane in national defence.
Then three officers were sent to attend aviation courses in France. After their return, they were ready for
the first demonstrations of Thai pilots flying Thai owned airplanes which HM King Vajiravudh presided over
on January 13, 1913. In 1994, the Cabinet approved 13 January as the National Aviation Day, proposed
by the Foundation for the Preservation and Development of Thai Aircraft under His Majesty the King's Patronage
and the Royal Thai Air Force starting from 1995,

Nicholas : How interesting it is!

Chapeenai : Besides, HM King Vajiralongkorn has alse interested in aviation since he was a
young Prince. He had devoted himself to many aviation trainings for a long

time before completing many aviation courses. He is qualified to pilot many

aircraft for example F-5E, F-16, and the Boeing 737-400 as well as helicopter

including gunship.

Nicholas : How marvelous he is! Thank you for your kind explanation.
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under His Majesty the King's Patronage
the Royal Thai Air Force
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