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EDUCATION

Obec pledges to
honour area quota

DUMRONGKIAT MALA

The Office of Basic Education
Commission (Obec) says all students
living within a specified radius of
popular state-run schools will be given
special admission under the schools’
area-based quotas to attend.

The commitment was made by Obec
secretary-general Boonrak Yodpetch
after the Central Administrative Court
ordered the all-boys Suankularb
Wittayalai School in Bangkok to accept
10 students to study at Matthayom 1
level (Grade 7) under the school’s area
quota this academic year.

The ruling was made in response to
lawsuits filed by the parents of students
who earlier this year applied under
area-based quotas, but were rejected
by the prestigious school.

All state-run secondary schools,
including Suankularb Wittayalai,
are required to admit students living
within the specified radius of a school
for at least two years, according to
Obec’s rules.

“If the students are qualified for
admission under the service area
criteria, they must be able to study

News ID: C-190502001042

at those schools,” Mr Boonrak said.
“However, schools also have a right to
check whether they really live nearby
to prevent students living in other areas
from taking advantage of the rules.

He said that apart from the
Suankularb Wittayalai School case,
Obec has also been asked by parents
of students at Bangkok's Samsen
Wittayalai School to investigate
whether all students applying under
area-based quotas this year are truly
qualified, as they suspect there might
be some irregularities.

In 2017, the former director of
Samsen Wittayalai School, Viroj
Samruan, was accused by a parent
of demanding 400,000 baht in “tea
money” so a Mathayom 1 student could
be admitted. The parent circulated a
clip of the supposed bribe being passed.

The Bangkok Provincial Education
Commission last year fired him
after he was found guilty of
receiving bribes.

Obecis currentlylooking into several
irregularities that involved several
primary and high schools, said Mr
Boonrak, although he stopped short of
naming the schools and locations.

Page: 1/1
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Headline: Bells toll for 12 rural schools

Bells toll
for 12 rural
schools

Mergers come amid
teacher shortage

DUMRONGKIAT MALA

Twelve small schools in five provinces
will be merged with larger ones before
the start of the new semester later
this month to improve the quality of
education in rural areas, the Office of
Basic Education Commission (Obec)
said.

Parents have been notified of the
move, it said.

Each of the schools to be merged
had 60 students or fewer enrolled.

Obec chairman Ekkachai Kisuk-
phan said the measure is in line with
the Ministry of Education’s goal of
raising educational standards outside
big towns and cities.

“These schools don'thave enough
teaching staff, which means when a
teacher is present in one class, other
classes have to go without,” he said,
adding schools should not have more
than 20 students per teacher.

“Some only have one teacher to
cover all subjects for students from
Grades 1 to 6, because the number
of students is less than 20, he added.

News ID: C-190502001044

The schools to be shuttered are:
Nikom Bangrakum 8 School, Watngi-
wngarm School, Nikom Ban Krang
School and Wat Phothiyan School
in Phitsanulok; Ban Rainuae School,
Ban Lam Pa Sak Moon School, Ban
Lhung School, Ban Tungkae School
and Ban Na School in Phetchabun;
Ban La-ong School in Ranong; Ban
Pak Han School in Surathani; and
Ban Aow Yang School in Prachuap
Khiri Khan.

Mr Ekkachai said the number of
students in Thailand dropped from
9.5 million in 1997 to 7.4 million last
year. It is expected to fall by another 2

million over the next six years.

“The number of schools must be
reduced to match the number of stu-
dents, if we are to see improvements
in the allocation of resources in the
basic education sector,” he said.

A recent study by the World Bank
indicated Thailand now has one of the
smallest class sizes in the world at the
primary level — one teacher for every
14 students.

In theory, this should benefit stu-
dents. However, the report found that
students in rural areas are often a year
or more behind their peers at bigger
schools in the sciences.

In terms of reading proficiency, the
rural-urban gap is even wider.

More than half of all children who
attend small schools in rural areas are
functionally illiterate and struggle to
understand the meaning of what they
read, according to the January report.

“You can’t expect a good outcome
from students who study in schools
that only have one or two teachers
covering the subjects,” Mr Ekka-
chai said.

Obec has also communicated the
news to local communities, explaining
why the move should prove beneficial
in the long term, he added.

According to a survey it conducted,
of the 30,816 Obec schools nation-
wide, some 15,577 are now considered
small with fewer than 120 students
enrolled.

Almost 11,000 of them have fewer
than 60 pupils, the survey showed.

According to its plan, Obec will
focus on merging those with less than
60 pupils.

About 2,700 of these small schools
are considered untouchable, mainly
because of their location, such as on
islands or in mountainous areas. They
will remain open even though their
student enrollments are low, because
traveling to other schools would be
too burdensome on students.
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GOVT CONSIDERS HAVING PRIVATE SECTOR COVER
EDUCATION COSTS OF AT LEAST 20 DOCTORS

THE NATION

THE GOVERNMENT is considering
whether it should nudge private hospitals
into fully covering the university expenses
ofsome medical students, if theywant new
graduates to work for them.

Records show the government spends
about Bt4.7 million per student enrolled at
state-run medical schools.

“For instance, Mahidol University’s
Faculty of Medicine now enrols 320 stu-
dents per year. We may allow the private
sectorto cover the expenses of 20 students
in the near future,” Deputy Education
Minister Professor Dr Udom Kachintorn
said earlier this week. He once headed this
faculty.

“After 2021, there will be more discus-
sions between the producers and users of
doctors, hesaid, adding thatthis was abet-
ter way ot dealing with the problem ot pri-
vate hospitalsseconding new graduates. At
present, private hospitals are only penalised
Bt400,000 for every new graduate they
take away from the public sector - which is
atiny fraction of the actual cost of educat-
ing them.

Udom was speaking in response to crit-
icism that the Office of the Public Sector
Development Commission (OPSDC) had
decided thatthe governmentwouldin 2021
ceaseautomatically recruiting doctors and
dentists from state-run medical schools as
civil servants.

The decision was reported last week,
causing concernthatnewdoctors andden-
tists will likely choose to work in cities and
for the private sector, which will create a
severe shortage in remote areas.

Fordecades, freshgraduatesfrom state-
run medical schools have been required to
workinthe publicsectorforthreefullyears
after graduation under a contract they are
required to sign before beginning their
medical courses. Statistics show most doc-

News ID: C-190502003030

tors posted in the provinces appreciate the
value of their career and decide to stay on
beyond the three mandatory years.

“The OPSDChas carefullydesigned the
policy. I trust the number of doctors per
population will be close tothe Public Health
Ministry’s target ratio,” Udom said yester-
day, shrugging off concerns about the pol-
icy.

The target ratio is to ensure that
Thailand has one doctor for every 1,200
people by 2033. Between 2018 and 2027,
the government will allocate Bt93 billion
in producing doctors.

According to Udom, state doctors take
care of about 75 per cent of the population,
while doctors in the private sector cover
the rest.

He explained that the OPSDC want-
ed to downsize the public-sector work-
force and the Public Health Ministry had
to come up with measures to prevent
“brain drain”.

“We will have to collaborate with the
private sector more and outsource servic-
es where appropriate,” he said.

Public Health Minister Piyasakol
Sakolsatayadorn alsorecentlydownplayed
concerns about the OPSDC policy.

“T am sure there will be adequate doc-
tors in the public sector. We can recruit
replacements when doctors and dentists
retire.

“The numbers will be maintained. It’s
not like we're not going to recruit any new
doctorsordentistsascivilservants,”he said.

Late last year, relevant authorities
reportedly came up with a plan to dras-
tically increase the penalty that doctors
will have to pay if they fail to complete
the three years of mandatory service. The
new penalty will be Bt2.5 million from
Bt400,000, an increase that is widely
seen as a move to stop new graduates
from choosingtowork in the private sec-
tor and ease the shortage in doctors.
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