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Headline: Cram schools hit as student numbers fall

Date: Tue 13 Mar 18

Cram schools hit as student numbers fall

DUMRONGKIAT MALA

The number of students at private tutorial
schools preparing for entrance exams has
dropped by about 20% over the past couple
of years and the trend is likely to continue,
putting many cram schools, especially
small-sized ones, at risk of closing down.

Anusorn Siwakul, president of the Tuto-
rial Schools Executives and Teachers Asso-
ciation, said a shrinking youth population
and the economic downturn were key rea-
sons for declining enrolment, while online
tutoring services are also grabbing a bigger
piece of the pie worth 10 billion baht a year.

“There are only 600,000-700,000 babies
born in Thailand per year now, compared
to over 1,000,000 per year in the past and
the number of Thais in the school-age
group (0-21 years) is estimated to fall to
20% of the population by 2040, a sharp drop
from 62% in 1980,” Mr Anusorn said.

He added that about 80,000 Thai stu-
dents applied to sit the national univer-
sity admissions exam in 2017, down from
100,000 the year before. There are just
under 110,000 spaces available via the
country’s central university admission
system this year, which is also down sharply
from the more than 150,000 seats offered
just two years ago.

“With lower numbers of students and
the competition for university entrance
growing less fierce, students nowadays
don’t need cram schools’ services as much
as previous generations did,” he said.

News ID: C-180313001009

Mr Anusorn said the downturn in eco-
nomic activity has forced parents to be
more careful with spending and be more
selective in choosing which subjects their
children take extra tuition for.

“The number ofstudents attending math
and English courses at cram schools is still
at the same level. However the number of
students enrolling in other subjects has
dropped sharply. Parents only pay for what
is necessary to their children,” he said.

He said many students these days also
choose to study with online tutors instead
of attending bricks-and-mortar cram
schools because it is cheaper and some-
times free of charge.

Mr Anusorn said these trends have dealt
ablow to cram schools. Many have already
started to reduce their branch number
outside of Bangkok to control costs while
others have closed down.

“Cram schools are now competing by
launching promotions and reducing fees
to attract students, so it is a tough market
for small-sized players. We cannot expect
tosee classrooms overflowing with students
like it used to be. We have no choice but to
change with the times,” he said.

Mr Anusorn, who also owns Wannasorn
School, widely known as Pure Chem Centre
(Chem Ou) which has 29 branches, said
that in order to to survive, cram schools
need to focus on quality over quantity and
rethink their strategies.

“I believe quality schools will survive no
matter how tough the market gets,” he said.
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Headline: Ministry sets up panel over B60m internet bill

Refuses to pay as
dirty deal suspected

POST REPORTERS

A panel has been set up to examine the
Education Ministry’s school internet
scheme after irregularities were found in
aprocurement agreement with an internet
provider.

The examination order came after the
internet provider complained the ministry
defaulted on a payment of 60 million baht
for the internet service under the Ministry
of Education Network (MOENet) project,
implemented since 1996.

Minister Teerakiat Jareonsettasin said
he had assigned education permanent
secretary Karun Sakulpradit to look into
the matter. It was reported the firm had no
contract for the service under the MOENet
project.

Dr Teerakiat said the ministry will not
pay the sum claimed by the company. If
the firm demands payment, it may have
to sue the ministry, he said, noting if the
permanent secretary grants the payment,

News ID: C-180313001014

he would be liable to punishment.

“In this case, the investigation must look
back to the past as to who paid who and
underwhich conditions. I don't have details
on that,” said Dr Teerakiat.

He also asked officials to call for procure-
ment documents and receipts in connec-
tion with the service for examination.

Problems like this partly stem from inef-
fective internet services, the minister said.
Without a procurement contract, various
services have in the past not been available,
such as maintenance or a change of routers.

Referring to the probe into the MOENet
scheme, Dr Teerakiat said he appointed
Somsak Mitatha, chief of the ministry’s
Office of Information Technology Admin-
istration for Educational Development, to
chair the panel. Outsiders with information
technology expertise were also invited to
join.

Various suspicions have arisen over
the scheme, including why there was no
procurement contract for the firm, he said.
“Without the contract, how would it be
possible to deliver and inspect the work?”
he asked.

The negotiators who hired the service
team were not executives from state agen-
cies, the minister said.

Ministry sets up panel over B60m internet bill

Under the MOENet project, the minis-
try hired various internet providers, such
as TOT, CAT Telecom and Samart Corp, to
provide internet access to schools across
the country.

In January, the ministry terminated the
project, a collective platform of various
internet providers, to enable schools to
choose those best suited to them.

Peera Rattanawijit, deputy permanent
secretary for education, said this will help to
dramatically reduce the budget for internet
services. The Office of the Basic Education
Commission (Obec) used to pay over 2 bil-
lion baht a year for internet costs but this
has since dropped to 300 million baht, he
said.

The office of the Permanent Secretary-
Ministry of Education can also shave its
costs from 1 billion baht to 300 million baht,
he added.

Dr Teerakiat said less than 1% of 30,000
schools attached to the Obec still have
problems related to internet access.

The Ministry of Digital Economy and
Society (DE) is providing assistance by
deploying fibre-optic cables to schools that
cannot get online.

All are due to have high-speed internet
this year.
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Col.Inch: 40.57 Ad Value: 32,456
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